Easingwold Community Primary School 

Home Learning Policy

Background:

This policy has been written after consultation with staff, children, parents and the Governing Body of the school. The policy was updated after a children’s questionnaire showed that the majority of our children did not enjoy doing homework. A homework working party was set up by a small number of staff across the school to address this issue. The working party trialled different types of homework, sought the views of pupils, staff and parents and researched best practice in a variety of schools across the country.

Aims:

The aims of setting homework in our school are:

To develop a life long love of learning

To develop inquisitive, enquiring minds

To develop organisational skills and time management

To prepare children for secondary school

To reinforce and build upon work covered at school

To involve parents in their child’s learning

Recording of Homework:

Children across the school have a homework book. This is used for recording homework, working out and any extra work the children want to do. This is also where a parental signature and comments are made. 

Marking of Homework:

Any feedback that the teacher gives about the homework whether it is verbal or written will be recorded in the homework book. We believe that it is extremely important that children receive feedback on their homework in order to let them know how they have done and to place an importance and value upon homework. There are, of course, the odd occasions where teachers are unable to give feedback due to illness or time constraints.

Supporting Parents with Homework:

Our research has shown that the main difficulties parents have with homework are understanding the methods we use in school, particularly in maths and getting children to complete work independently. On our school website we have parent calculation booklets to print off and these are also available from the office on request.

Organisation of Homework Across the School: 

These are general guidelines and of course there will be times particularly around end of term and special occasions that homework may be slightly different or not set at all if children have other tasks to complete such as learning lines for plays or special projects. Homework will be sent out on a Friday across the school to make organisation easier for parents who have children in different year groups.

	Year Group


	Reading
	Spelling
	Maths
	Literacy/Topic/

Other

	Foundation Stage


	Share a book every night for 10 minutes


	Term 1: Phonics homework

Term 2: Key words homework

Term 3: Spelling homework 


	N/A
	N/A

	Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and 2)

 
	Share a book every night for 15 minutes


	Once every other week spellings will go home linked to letters and sounds, this will be set by the child’s phonics teacher.
	Once every other week a range of practical maths activities, worksheets and website homework will be sent


	

	Lower Key Stage 2   

(Year 3 and 4)
	Share a book every night for 20 minutes
	A fortnightly cycle. 

Week 1: children will investigate a spelling pattern in class and on a Friday bring home ten words they are struggling with. 

Week 2: Children will be tested and spend the rest of the week learning some harder ones or working on ones they are still not secure with


	Once a fortnight a range of practical maths activities, worksheets and website homework will be sent
	Once a fortnight children will complete a piece of work that will build into a topic to be handed in at the end of term

	Upper Key Stage 2 

(Year 5 and 6)
	Independent reading for 30 minutes every night
	Children will investigate a spelling pattern in class choose words they need to learn at home, these will be brought home weekly. 
	A range of practical maths activities, worksheets and website homework will be sent home weekly


	A piece of Literacy homework will be sent every week


